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Speaker Biographies

Samaa Abdurraqib

Samaa (she/her) is an auntie, a writer, a bird nerd, and a lover of the
outdoors. After spending most of her life in the Midwest, Samaa has been
loving and living on unceded Wabanaki/Abenaki land (Maine) since 2010.
She earned PhD in English Literature at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
She is the editor of From Root to Seed: Black, Brown, and Indigenous Poets
Write the Northeast and co-editor of the forthcoming collection Cape Cod to
Nova Scotia: Art, Ecology, Poetry of the Gulf of Maine. Her award winning
chapbook Towards a Retreat is available now from Diode Editions. Samaa is
a certified Maine Master Naturalist and currently serves as the Executive
Director of Maine Humanities.

Nolan Altvater

Nolan Altvater (they/them) is a Passamaquoddy visual artist from Sipayik.
Currently working for the Passamaquoddy Cultural Heritage Museum at
Motahkomikuk while an interdisciplinary studies PhD student at the
University of Maine, they support work involving the restoration of Wabanaki
relations of care to place(s) through land return, land access, and culturally
relevant research.

Ben Cosgrove

Ben Cosgrove is a traveling composer-performer whose music explores
themes of landscape, place, and environment. Described by the Boston
Globe as “a sonic plein-air painter... [using] his piano as a paintbrush,” Ben
has performed in every U.S. state except Delaware, contributed music to
projects including the Ken Burns documentary The American Buffalo, and
held residencies with organizations such as NASA, Acadia National Park,
and Harvard University. His music has been called “quintessentially
American, omnivorous, and democratic” (Yankee Magazine) and
“immediately evocative and fully arresting” (Seven Days). His latest album,
Topograph—sixteen pieces inspired by land-shaping processes around the
country—was released in January 2026.



https://www.samaarahmah.com/
https://www.bencosgrove.com/

Chris Costello

Chris Costello retired from the Northern Research Station in December 2022
as the wildlife biologist and site manager for the Bartlett Experimental
Forest. During her over thirty-year career, she assisted with the maintenance
of long-term research plots, and the development of new research
investigating the relationship between forest management practices and
wildlife habitat with an emphasis on songbirds, small mammals, bats and
American goshawks. Her careful stewardship of Bartlett’s facilities and many [ ;
working relationships made it possible for numerous collaborative BEF Chris Costello (left) and co-
hosted projects to thrive and prosper. presenter Mariko Yamasaki (right)

Todd Davis

Todd Davis forages, fishes, and hunts along the Allegheny Front near his
home in Tipton, Pennsylvania. He’s the author of eight books of poetry, most
recently Ditch Memory: New & Selected Poems and Coffin Honey, both
published by Michigan State University Press. His nature memoir —
Bloodlines: On Hunting, Fishing, Family, and the Grace of Wild Things — will
be published by Storey Press in June 2027. Recently retired, he is professor
emeritus of English and Environmental Studies at Pennsylvania State
University.

Jenna Antonino DiMare

Jenna co-founded The Mushroom Forager, LLC with Ari Rockland-Miller in
2010 and plays an integral role in its workshops and educational programs.
She frequently joins Ari in leading workshops and forays, created the popular
ForageCast™, and serves as The Mushroom Forager’s lead photographer.
Deeply familiar with New England forest ecology, Jenna relishes the treasure
hunt of finding and collecting wild food. A passionate chef, she loves cooking
with wild mushrooms and fresh, local ingredients, and has developed
recipes featured in publications including Edible Vermont and Northern
Woodlands. She can often be found sharing forest-to-table tastings from The
Mushroom Forager’s pop-up kitchen at select workshops. Jenna also serves
as Executive Director of the nonprofit Vermont Green Building Network and
directs the Burlington 2030 District, an urban sustainability initiative focused
on energy efficiency in Burlington, Vermont. She holds a Master of
Landscape Architecture from Cornell University and a B.A. from Brown
University, where she studied architecture and environmental issues with a
focus on sustainable agriculture.



http://www.todddavispoet.com/
https://www.themushroomforager.com/

Lisa Doner

Plymouth State University Professor Lisa Doner brings 30 years experience to
studying how watersheds change over time, from modern responses to
storms to post-ice age succession and soil development. She uses fossil
pollen to learn how New England forests respond to disturbances, including
wildfire, as landscapes undergo rapid shifts in climate.

Nona Estrin - Coming soon.

Sarah Garlick

Sarah Garlick is a geologist, writer, and conservationist who has built a
career linking scientific research with the communities it serves. She is the
author of Flakes, Jugs, and Splitters: A Rock Climber's Guide to Geology and
The National Geographic Pocket Guide to Rocks and Minerals of North
America. As part of the Hubbard Brook Ecosystem Study in the White
Mountains, Sarah built community and policy engagement programs and led
scientific syntheses on winter climate change and ecological resilience. She
now serves as Director of Conservation for The Nature Conservancy in New
Hampshire, leading landscape-scale strategies focused on freshwater
systems, forests, and climate resilience. A lifelong adventurer and athlete,
she has learned to read landscapes by rock and river—launching from the
White Mountains to the alpine peaks of Patagonia and Peru, the granite walls
of Yosemite and Greenland, and her latest love, the freshwater corridors of
Maine. She lives with her family in North Conway, New Hampshire.

David Govatski

David Govatski is a naturalist and forest historian. He works as a ship
naturalist in Alaska in the summer and as a field naturalist in New England
the rest of the year. He retired after a 33-year career with the US Forest
Service working in a variety of positions and locations across the country.
David lives with his wife in Jefferson, New Hampshire. He is currently working
on identifying old-growth forests in the White Mountains of New Hampshire
and Maine.




Chris Guiterman

Chris Guiterman is a Research Scientist at the Cooperative Institute for
Research in Environmental Sciences at the University of Colorado-Boulder
and an affiliate scientist on the paleoclimate team at NOAA’s National
Centers for Environmental Information. His research interests include
dendrochronology, fire ecology, and the drivers of historical fire activity.

Daniel Hansche

Daniel (they/them) is a full-time wildlife tracker and mentor with 30 years in
the field. Their work in conservation & education has led to wolf dens, rhino
encounters, lion trails, wild pig families, and more -every moment a special
one. A Track & Sign Evaluator with Tracker Certification North America and
certified in Eurasia and Africa, certifying wildlife professionals is a large part
of their current work. Daniel has mentored hundreds of trackers and
instructed thousands through workshops, trainings, and certifications.
Brimming with creativity, their approach to tracking is wholly unique. Photo by Carla Rhodes
Everyone has unique gifts, needs, and styles. One of Daniel’s virtues is in

learning, respecting, and serving each student’s needs. They founded Spur

Wander in 2017 to offer high-quality experience and trainings to wildlife

trackers worldwide.

David George Haskell

David George Haskell is a writer and biologist acclaimed for his lyrical
explorations of the living world. His most recent book, How Flowers Made
our World, explores the creative powers of flowering plants. Haskell is a two-
time finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction, in 2012 for The Forest
Unseen and in 2022 for Sounds Wild and Broken. His 2017 book, The Songs
of Trees won the John Burroughs Medal. He also received an Award in
Literature from American Academy of Arts and Letters and the National
Academies’ Best Book Award, among other literary honors. Haskell has also
written essays and multimedia experiences for The New York Times,
Emergence Magazine, and other venues. He is a Fellow of the Linnean
Society of London, a Guggenheim Fellow, and is Adjunct Professor of
Environmental Sciences at Emory University. He received his BA from the
University of Oxford and PhD from Cornell University. Haskell lives in Atlanta,
Georgia.



https://www.spurwander.com/
https://www.spurwander.com/
https://dghaskell.com/

Coeli Hoover

Coeli Hoover is a Research Ecologist with the US Forest Service Northern
Research Station in Durham, NH. Coeli is an ecosystem ecologist focused
on studying forest carbon estimation and management at the stand and
landscape scales and is also interested in exploring how forest management
can promote resilience and deliver multiple benefits. Other key tasks include
developing tools for forest managers and conducting forest carbon training
workshops. Coeli earned her BS in biology at the University of Pittsburgh and
her PhD in ecology at the University of Georgia’s Institute of Ecology.

Jerry Jenkins - Coming soon.

Kateri Kosek

Kateri Kosek is a poet, essayist, and birder whose writing explores the
intersection of the personal with place, landscape, and the natural world.
She authored the text for The Forest Revealed: An lllustrated Year, a book of
watercolor paintings by Maine artist Jada Fitch depicting the northern forest,
as well as the poetry collection American Eclipse and a chapbook, Vernal.
Her writing has appeared in such places as Orion, Terrain, Catamaran,
Creative Nonfiction, and Briar Cliff Review. Kateri has taught college English
at Northwestern Connecticut Community College, and mentored in the MFA
program at Western CT State University, where she earned an MFA. As a
freelance journalist, she has written for Northern Woodlands magazine,
Berkshire Magazine, and The Berkshire Edge, often covering environmental
topics. Kateri has received residencies from Kimmel Harding Nelson Center
for the Arts and the Tallgrass Artist Residency in Kansas, and serves on the
board of the Center for Northern Woodlands Education. After ten years in the
Berkshires, she now lives in Vermont.

Alexandra Kosiba

Dr. Alexandra “Ali” Kosiba is an Extension Assistant Professor at the
University of Vermont (UVM), where she leads the Extension Forestry
Program. She earned her PhD and MS from UVM, where her research
focused on tree physiology in relation to climate change and the legacy
effects of acid rain. In her current role, which she has held for just over three
years, she develops resources, conducts applied research, and provides
technical information to support decision-makers—including landowners,
foresters, loggers, land managers, and policymakers. Her work focuses on
helping these audiences understand forest science and make stewardship
decisions that integrate climate change, biodiversity, and sustainable wood
products.



https://www.katerikosek.com/

Skooby Laposky

Skooby Laposky is a sound designer and artist based in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and Hudson, New York. He has shaped the personalities of
consumer robots, composed for couture runway shows, remixed major-label
artists, and scored documentary films through original music and field
recordings. His recent work centers on deep listening and biodata
sonification, supporting restorative practices and environmental
stewardship.

Recent projects include Hidden Life Radio (NYFA Tomorrowlands Award,
2022; broadcast 2023, Hudson Valley) and Palm Reading, his ongoing
collaboration with guitarist Charles Copley on Real: music, spanning Malibu:
Point Mugu, Joshua Tree, and Walden Pond, with upcoming recordings from
the Angeles National Forest and Wadi Qelt Oasis in Palestine.

In 2025, Laposky was named a WBUR Maker, premiered [ ] (The Storm
Remembered / Reactivated) at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum for the
Rembrandt heist's 35th anniversary, and previously served there as a
Luminary. His 2026 Tree Hugging Studies activated Cambridge Arbor Week;
he's now developing a large-scale Rose Kennedy Greenway commission
debuting spring 2027.

Clare Walker Leslie

Clare Walker Leslie has spent many years teaching Drawing Nature and
Nature Journaling in a wide variety of settings. With fifteen published books
and sixty-one of her own nature journals, she brings deep experience and
enthusiasm to every gathering, delighting in the chance to help people
connect with and record their own observations through simple writing and
drawing methods, in a tradition that has long served as a way of
documenting habitats and environmental change. No drawing ability
required, just curiosity.

Charlie Loring, Jr.

Chuck is a citizen of the Penobscot Nation. In his work duties, he provides
oversight to the Nation's natural resources department. His background is in
forestry, and he is a UMaine alum who graduated in 2012. He has worked for
the Nation's natural resources department in various capacities since then.
Though his path has been through forestry, Chuck feels a deep connection to
not only the forest, but the animals within it. When he isn't in the office you
can find him on any one of the various Penobscot Nation territories, lands
that being rematriated to the Penobscot or on his tractor at the farm he and
his wife recently purchased.



https://skoobylaposky.com/
https://www.clarewalkerleslie.com/

Declan McCabe

Declan McCabe writes the Invertebrate Bestiary column for Northern
Woodlands magazine. He is a professor of Biology and Natural Area manager
at Saint Michael’s College teaching primarily field-based ecology courses.
While his training focused in aquatic systems, more than two decades of
teaching at a liberal arts college has provided opportunities to branch out in
diverse directions. His first book, Turning Stones: Discovering the Life of
Water, was published by Down East Books in 2024.

Meghan McCarthy McPhaul

Meghan McCarthy McPhaul is a lifelong woods wanderer. She began her
writing career as a newspaper journalist, then worked as a freelance writer
for more than a decade, writing for a number of regional and national
publications, including Northern Woodlands. She joined the staff at the
Center for Northern Woodlands Education in 2020 as assistant editor,
managing The Outside Story and Community Voices series. She now
oversees the quarterly magazine, collaborating with writers, photographers,
artists, and experts in the fields of forestry, forest products, and
conservation. Outside of work, Meghan enjoys reading, gardening, and
exploring the mountains and forests around her home in Franconia, New
Hampshire.

Alivia Moore

Alivia // Kinalkikwat "they open eyes wide" (she/they) is co-director of
Niweskok: From the Stars to Seeds. They are a Two-Spirit citizen of the
Penobscot nation, parent, auntie, and mover & shaker in the community.
They are committed to restoring matriarchies-- a balanced relationship with
the earth and deepening interdependence. With a deep love of forests, much
of her work is around restoring Wabanaki ecologies, food forests, and
foodways. They maintain a strong connection to our canoe paddling
traditions; moving throughout our territories via our waterways for foods,
medicines, to visit our relatives near and far is a way of being that she works
to reclaim.



https://www.niweskok.org/

John Neely

John Neely has been working with wildfire, prescribed fire, and fire
management in New England for 30 years. After retiring from The Forest
Service, John currently works for the New Hampshire Forest Protection
Bureau assisting communities with wildfire mitigation. In addition, he is
engaged in research looking into past fire history of the region.

Bonnie Newsom

Dr. Bonnie Newsom is a citizen of the Penobscot Nation and an
archaeologist whose work focuses on the past lifeways of Wabanaki
peoples. She serves as an Associate Professor of Anthropology and a Faculty
Associate at the Climate Change Institute at the University of Maine. Her
research and mentorship span Wabanaki archaeology, regional coastal shell
heap stewardship, the impact of climate change on cultural heritage,
community-based- archaeological practices, and Indigenous ceramic
technologies.

Her professional experience includes serving as the Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer for the Penobscot Nation and as the Assistant Director
of the University of Maine’s Wabanaki Center. She maintains a strong record
of public service, having served as the Chair of the Repatriation Review
Committee for the National Museum of Natural History and as a member of
the Forest Society of Maine and the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission.

Simon Pendleton

Simon Pendleton is an Assistant Professor of practice in the Environmental
Science and Policy Program at Plymouth State University. Simonis a
Quaternary Geologist and Geomorphologist who specializes in the evolution
and interactions between earth’s cryosphere, climate, and landscapes on a
variety of spatial and temporal scales. Simon employs multiple techniques
and approaches including cosmogenic radionuclide exposure dating, lake
sediment archives, radiocarbon dating, biomarkers, and numerical
modeling. His work has taken him from the Arctic to the Great Lakes to the
Rocky Mountain west and beyond. More recently he has been focused on
reconstructing ice sheet retreat and paleoenvironmental records from New
England. In particular he is part of an interdisciplinary team of researchers
and community stakeholders working to reconstruct fire history and trends
since deglaciation of the White Mountain region of New Hampshire to
support future forest management.




Maria Pinto

Maria Pinto is an author and educator living in the Boston area. She teaches
creative writing for various organizations, and her work has appeared in
Orion Magazine, Science, Longreads, Literary Hub, Necessary Fiction, and
Arnoldia, among other publications. She has led workshops and given
lectures for mycological societies and environmental groups around the
country, and she leads regular fungal forays at Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum.
Her book of lyric essays inspired by mushrooms, Fearless, Sleepless,
Deathless: What Fungi Taught Me about Nourishment, Poison, Ecology,
Hidden Histories, Zombies, and Black Survival, was published by Great
Circle Books from UNC Press.

Steven Roberge

Steven Roberge is the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension’s
Forestry Specialist and Professor. From 2006 to 2020, Steve was the
Cheshire County Extension Forester based in Keene. In his current role he
oversees the system of county Extension foresters, coordinates outreach to
forest owners and professionals and implements the State’s Forest
Stewardship Program. Steve and his team provide stewardship options for
forest owners to help manage the state’s private forestland. Steve earned a
B.S. in Forest Science from the University of New Hampshire, and a Masters
of Forest Science from Yale University. He lives with his wife, son, and dog in
Peterborough NH. When not working in the woods, he can be found skiing,
ice fishing, and tapping maple trees.

Ari Rockland-Miller

Ari is a writer, instructor and lecturer on wild and cultivated mushrooms and
edible plants. He is co-founder of The Mushroom Forager, LLC and an ardent
mycophile and educator. Ari has been sharing his passion for mushroom
hunting and edible plants through teaching and the written word for over
fifteen years. He has facilitated hundreds of presentations, workshops and
forays to thousands of mycophiles from around the world. His writing has
been featured in publications including Edible Vermont, Northern
Woodlands, Vermont Almanac, and Green Mountain Club's Long Trail News.
The Mushroom Forager's work has also been featured on CNN's Great Big
Story, New England Public Radio, Vermont Public, Seven Days, and Vermont
Life magazine. Ari became an expert in cultivating shiitake mushrooms in
agroforestry systems when he managed Cornell University's agroforestry
teaching site and farm. Ari also is Land Use Programs Manager for the
Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets. He holds a B.A. from
Brown University and a J.D. from Vermont Law School.



https://www.mariapinto.net/
https://www.themushroomforager.com/

Morgan Southgate

Morgan completed her doctorate in Plant Biology from the University of
Vermont (UVM) in 2024; her thesis research characterized the ecology of
hybridization in the northeastern North American members of the Adiantum
pedatum complex, a clade of maidenhair ferns. She began teaching
graduate-level field botany at UVM in 2021 and retains a position as a guest
lecturer in the Field Naturalist program. She started as a Postdoctoral
Research Fellow with the Appalachian Mountain Club in the fall of 2024 and
is currently studying how the spring-active wildflowers of temperate
deciduous forests are impacted by climate change. Morgan specializes in
combining field-based and quantitative ecological methods to study
biological patterns across spatial scales, with a particular focus on the
ecology of rich northern hardwood forests. She also works with plants as an
herbalist in her role with the Rose Core Collective, and loves propagating
native perennials and tending medicinal herb gardens.

Adelaide Tyrol

Adelaide Murphy Tyrol works out of her studios in rural Vermont and coastal
New Hampshire. She has worked for Northern Woodlands magazine and the
Wellborn Ecology Fund as an illustrator and art editor for 25 years. Along
with work for the magazine, she does her own large scale paintings that
frequently address issues concerning the environment and endangered
species. She spent much of her career in New York City as the co-owner of a
commercial scenic painting studio, doing work for fashion, advertising and
editorials. Adelaide is currently working on large paintings of the
endangered birds of Amboseli Park in Kenya. She believes that sketching
outdoors and journaling can be deeply fulfilling on many levels. First and
foremostitis the decision to have an intimate engagement with the natural
world. Adelaide says, “Outdoor sketching is a conversation with nature and
through that dialogue we are given a peek into the magic of how things work -
of how what we look at, blinks back at us.”

Catherine Wessel

Catherine Wessel is the assistant editor at Northern Woodlands, where she
edits and syndicates The Outside Story and interviews folks for Community
Voices, as well as edits the magazine. She spent many years working in the
outdoors — conducting songbird surveys, teaching kindergarteners how to
canoe, and monitoring salt marshes, among other things — before earning an
M.S. in Plant Biology from the University of Vermont’s Field Naturalist
Program. She lives in the Champlain Valley, where she enjoys botanizing,
reading in hammocks, and exploring by kayak and skis.



https://adelaidetyrol.com/

Rex Wiley - Coming soon.

Chris Woodside

Christine Woodside is a writer and this year brought to a close her twenty-
year stint as editor-in-chief of Appalachia journal. As a writer, her focus is the
many ways people face the environment. Her books include a wilderness
memoir Going Over the Mountain (Appalachian Mountain Club Books) and
Libertarians on the Prairie (Arcade), which explores a secret collaboration
and the political underpinnings of the Little House books for children. She’s
also written recently about poor farmers in New Jersey, bears in
Connecticut, and the life of one old millpond dam in Chester, Connecticut, a
few miles from her house. She has covered many thousands of miles in the
mountains of the Northeast, including a thru-hike of the Appalachian Trail.
Chris has led writing workshops for the Appalachian Mountain Club and on
her own since 2015, using outdoor exploration to create new work.

Mariko Yamasaki

Mariko Yamasaki retired from the Northern Research Station in May 2023 as
the silviculture-wildlife habitat team leader for the Bartlett and Massabesic
Experimental Forests in New Hampshire and Maine. Her 44+ year career was
devoted: a) to better integrating a range of wildlife habitat needs with forest
management prescriptions, activities and planning efforts for a variety of
forest landowners and their objectives; and; b) making the experimental
forests a welcoming place to convene numerous workshops, meetings,
training sessions, and tours for natural resource professionals, students, and
forest users alike.

B ) 3 A
Mariko Yamasaki (right) and

co-presenter Chris Costello
(left)
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https://chriswoodside.com/

