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A letter just received' from Mr. Van Winkle, attorney

Dear Mrs, Rankin:

in Asheville N.C. speaks o$ you but leaves me 1n doubt

concerning your family and notably your husband.
B el

This husband of yours was the most loyal gentleman

whom I have ever met in the U.S.A., be it at Biltmore

Very industrigus, unfailing in his attachment,

or elsewhere:
alert to the most difficult tasks and & friend of friends:

That was Cyrus T. Rankin.
L DR .
The enclosure tells you that I have lost my beloved wife

recently after 18 years of realig heavenly happiness.

And now, dear Mrs. Rankin, do drop me a line and give me

all the news possible about your entire family. I am zfrind
afraid thet your family was not represented at'the-Biitmdre.J.
Reunion 1n May last wheﬁ & number of the old rorestry i;', |
students were assenbled in. the Pinkbeds and when. & monument
Iwas erected at the plaee of the o0ld school house in the' .
Pinkbeds.,I suppose you have received before thls a broschﬁre
nFlowers Ior the leingn descriptive of the whole arfair.

If that is not 50 I am sure that you can obtain it from the

following address: J . Harold Péterson E’E_“EEE/EEEH‘EEEQBéggifﬁ;

With kind. regards and in lastlng gratltude vonnected

/
1

with the name Rankin

'very sincerely yours

. Dr. C. A. §ch
e g&%%zaif(}&hmuLxghf
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Dxr. CARL ALWIN SCH
S TELRFYON 188 @LINDENFELS im Odenwald

(Hessen)
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January 2zZud,
Mrs. C. T. Rankin

A2+t o0 / Tennessee

‘My deear Mrs. Raakin:

What joy have I had, yesterday, when your Tom with his sweet

spouse care to me to spend & few hours with re!Naturally, there
was more in this meeting for ne than for him. For mwe it wes

resurrection of those glorious days in which your: good”

husband was my right handwan and my left handﬁan,t&b. it
Tor had @ith hi tﬁésegsﬁiendid family ﬁhotogruﬁhs éhoﬁing
e . . whlE
you'in the m®zm center of your 10 children and ian the center,
of your gréatngrandchildrenp*ﬁ@farkable is it ihat g9u hnve
remained so young'ih'dld'aée, and what a reward is 1t féf'you
that you habe Iouﬁﬁ Ln_yotrichildren and in'your graﬁdchildrén
f so much lové and attachument anguactﬁai achiévement. Let xe
confess thet I have vainly triﬁﬁ to find in the facevlof your
| children ano Erandchl}dren an 1dentity mlth your Cvrus. There
is Just one of your daughters which seems to !avor him, bBut
11 of them having your own sweet and charming loﬁks;
For me it is hard to realize that you huﬁe,hgd iﬁ 1909
when I was banished from Blltﬁore'JuSt'three chiidrén;' and
that the other seven arrlved q the next years. A§ I understand
it you came to Afton in 1969 abd I fail;to-un&erstand XS
what Cyrus was doing béfWeeﬁ 1FC9 and 1919. Of course, there
was the war interéening, but hkw wes it possible that I did not

| _
contact him in the years preceding the war whea I was an

ennual vigitor (at Kanton N.C.) in the land of the sky? o
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And your To*! Yhat & tyﬂe of the best is He that America iR
‘has produced, a reul he man nnd i essive indeed. &hey %

i ! ;

cawélin'ﬁ wonéerful car, thp *9,t +that ever ]unded at this

L}

" _hut of mine in Lindenfels: and he road leadinu o-my'house
" | . ' o ' Y

#as much too narrow -add actuwily, by its narrowness, dangerous
" ay o ' ‘ ;

for the fine 01d’s modbil. , ' ¥ .

Apd, imagine, I have hud saother Christmas through Tom’s

kindoess! ThJ have brought me & huge box filled with the very ; A

M 0"'\""}
ChOlCESu things which,¥ou can scermm secure (14 you are an

" Amevican!) in this creot¢¢1len country. Na»urall; I a pcr“
to- hear tnat Tom is returninp to tne U. S A: in’ the ﬁea .-TV'w-F”'v91&

, ¥
§ U ' [

-.Iuture and I merely hone tnat he w11] not be comp led to ' f:'fﬁﬂi

. to Ko“ea. 6 i & 8 were ﬂDu rueriTCrlous I woulu duhw horua ulu. TV i

! . [ il

the-Koreanb-and all of-uhlnu,und 1ndneq a11 ol Ruka& %o the ;-

' ;!
= .

deepest bottom of hell! Why ieh it that the h S.h. neve Becn -

drawn into tnls terPLole COH¢110L? To me it loo<u a iffihe

i

United Nauions th oecn nt ¢aulv al"ce tney are ;o“clnp;vou?f

countﬂj tc be the norlcemen 0; the moold, And\thus. 1t 1 tﬁﬁil_ Y

v
K -

‘the U,S.A. W111 oe involvea iﬂ War as lon» ' tnls ‘ﬁbtluutlon--"
of the dFVil- a8 long as uhese K& »United NatlonSﬂ W111 exist..

,Unlted Natlons, wnat a nonsen e! It is 1mp0551ble ror two

"

-Inat1ons to be unlted ‘and to rorm one- and much 1ers pos 1o‘e”ié

it for 56 Wat;onb to wbandon thelr sovereignty[ Ir that *s so.‘
‘ " ‘geriqs "™ 7 ¢
why stick to an 1mpnasibillty causin" an eﬁdless swrxsus ‘of

t LD L] \
‘ " b

'warsg RE ,; j L : O - i

: L ' ' '
L o ot I 1 e b

vy gy v e BT .
What am I dolng, uear Wrs. Renkin?  'This letter wes meunt

to be a 10v91ettur and nere I om drawn'into poTitiei’agaihst_

my will. II tne wer, were over I would attemnt to come to the'

U.S.A. in- 1ate spring or id u¢?%{ summer upon urgent 1nv1tatlons
| . \ ' Ny
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"“ of ny rr!-ndn: und 12 = 1o aamo, you are sure - to see me
on a vialt at Afton. I hnd 1t on my pros:rmm anyhow to see "
the grand work of the T.V.A, | ,
And now, aaavluna beloved Mey, Rankln, God bloas you
and all of yourn;' v, i | e " o
; ' ', Vot-jr‘s'iz‘wu'-oly g}our's ;
L e e
3 Y e S
| e A m 33 | | : ~Dr, C. A. Schenck
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Dx. rimit. CARL ALWIN SCIIENCK |

® LINDENFELS im Odenwald

(Hessen)

27. November 1950

TELEFON 138

Mrs. C. T. Rankin

fton Tenneasee

'Dear Mrs. Ranking
Your good letter is here and, in spite ol some sad
news contained in it, I am jubilant and elated for the
resson that it brings back to me the haleyon days

of y long life and notably my deep attechment znd

gratitude to _vyour beloved husband. I had not heard fronm

hir & for so long a time sud I did not know that he

had been blind for the six yeears preceding his desath.
I*"-—_ e et ———

I realize the discomfcrt which his forceé inability

‘must have had for him ﬁnd yet I know from ®xperience
with friends that. the blind may have the eyes open
particularly wide for things unseen inkheavens; and
that he obtains, from these visions, an immense measure

]

of inmer hilarity.

Of all the men,whom I have co—-operated during my

Ty .,
20 American yeups, your husband was the mest relisble,
L e L——

the most loyal and the most trust-worthy friend.
o

And how ® well do I -remember the years when I was SO

frequently a guest @ff your house on the English farm on
R = .

Davidsons River! In this connection let me confess
— ;

that I do not remember the large size ol your :amiljl

-~ 8 daughters and two sons! How fine is it that most

of your family are living close to Aftont I'shail ﬁry -

at once to gontact your son Tem at Bud-Nauheinm. ¢ Md
i i i T " . .

J
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Nauheim is just two=hours ride, by railroad, from my hemlet.
The Biltmore Reunion, last May, seems to have been &
gerand affair and it has been much more than that for me: It
has beén my Jjoy and my comfort notably during the trying
veeks preceding Mrs. Schenck’s death.Hsve you seen the
broschure »Flowers for the Livingn written by Harold Peterson?
Ir you have not seen it do drop & line to Mre. Peterson,
P. 0. Box 152, Coronado / California, and I am sure he will
see send you & copy. He was one of my Pet-students and, no
doubt, he knew your good husband and hé is sure tc remember him.
I had lost all contect with the Daniel Marshalls since
they left for the Philippines in 1908. Mr. Marshall, apparently;
anticipated the collapselof my foresiry at Biltmorénwhen'he
deserted me, seemingly, If I knew Mrs. Marshall’s @ﬁd;ésé.
I vwculd drop her & line in & Gesire to reestablish ou; coﬁﬁﬁ;ts
and to learn what has happened to her in ﬁhg last 40 years.ay
Also if you will givé me the address I shall write toﬁﬁéa;gé.
Gillespie. I am sorry to hear thet he has hed a strcke‘la Tew
vears ago, and that he losi his wifte.
And now, deer Mrs. Raokin, since I have had fhé:real Joy

of contacting you again after so many years I shall try and

hold tight oh to you as long as I live.

With kxind regards to all of your family

Very sincerely yours

————

Alwaoys with a smile
' Pr, @ A Schenck




